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Nurturing Faith…Every Day in Every Way
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost –September 5, 2010
Genesis 18:1-15
Abraham and Sarah entertain some amazing guests who bring a surprising message to the aging couple.
1)  What special things do you do around your home to get ready for and to entertain guests who come to visit?  What did Abraham and Sarah do when guests came to visit them?  They showed ‘hospitality’ to their guests.  What do you think ‘hospitality’ means?  How can we show hospitality at home and at church?
2) What message did the guests bring to Abraham and Sarah?  Why was this such a surprising message?  How did Sarah respond to the news?  What is some exciting news that has made you laugh and dance?
3)
Pray for the elderly in our society, especially those who are sick, lonely, or poor.  Pray for people who are expecting a baby, that everyone will be healthy and safe.
Matthew 8:23-27
Jesus stills a storm.
1)
Retell this story in your own words.  Describe the storm and what was happening to the boat.  How do you think the disciples felt?  What was Jesus doing during the storm?  How do you think he was able to do that while the storm was raging?  What does he do after the disciples woke him up?
2)
 When is the last time you were in a storm?  Were you afraid or excited?  What did you do during the storm?  Pray for people who have lost homes because of large storms.  
3)
Have you ever felt like a storm was blowing inside of you, feeling lots of different emotions all at the same time?  What was happening in your life?  What made you feel better?  Pray that Jesus would calm the storms inside our hearts and inside people’s lives.
Memory Verse: 
“See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all.”  








I Thessalonians 5:15
Family Time:

Nurturing faith in our children begins when they are very young.  The first three years of their lives are of extreme importance in developing a sense of trust and belonging.  Holding, rocking and singing to infants nurtures faith!  We might think it is just a normal part of parenting, but when we pick up a crying baby, hold her close and sing to her, give him comfort, keep her warm and love him even in the wee hours of the night, we are teaching trust, a basic building block to a life of faith in God.

Those times of closeness and intimacy remain important even as children get older, though they may not admit it!  Reading with children, singing songs with them, giving hugs, letting them sit on your lap and talk about their day – these are all reminders to them of not only your unconditional love and grace, but also the unconditional and eternal love and grace of God.
